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INTRODUCTION. 


UCH a diſcourſe as is profeſſedly up- 
8 on the ſin of drunkenneſs, needs no 
other apology for its appearance in the 
world, than an appeal to the times in 
which we live; times when the conduct of 
many. profeſſors is notoriouſly looſe ; the 
affections of many others but lukewarm ; 
the glow of apoſtolic zeal, and the ſtrict 
holineſs of primitive Chriſtians, almoſt 
eradicated. Strange it might ſeem to thoſe 
unacquainted with it; yet true it is, that 
we have in our days profeſſors, who can 
indulge to liberties unknown to our an- 
ceſtors in the faith. Some are on one hand 
patriots, fully engaged in the popular 
quarrel;.others are ſtateſmen and courtiers, 
uſing every ſophiſtical art, uniformly to 
vindicate all the proceedings of our go- 
vernors; whilſt true and undefiled religion 
is left to the purſuit of others, leſs enga- 


ged in the tranſitory concerns of worldly | 


ſtates. Others there are, who profeſs nor 
to be either patriots or ſtateſmen, who are 
evidently in as hot purſuit after the good 
things of this world, as if they had never 
heard of objects more valuable, or of a 
world to come, where neither the riches 
nor honours of this world are admiſſble. 
'Tis ſtrange to obſerve, that ſome, who 
A.3 Profeſs 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 


profeſs to have heaven and an eternity of 
glory as the ultimate objects of their atten- 
tion, ſhould be as deeply immerſed in the 
cares of life, as thoſe who never heard of 
the adorable Jeſus, and ſalvation by his 
atoning blood ! Yet ſo it is, they will rife 


| 

up early, fit up late, eat the bread of care- ; 
tulneſs, and upon no account whatever a 
miſs an opportunity of getting, and till a 
| ah to have no continuing City here, hk 
ut to be pilgrims and ſojourners on earth, b 

as our fathers were, ſeeking a city which =} 
hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker & 
is the Lord. 2 
Others ſtill profefs the firmeſt attach- lo 
ment to divine truth, the moſt full perſua- Ly 
ſion of their perſonal intereſt in the bleſ- 8 
'lings of new covenant grace, who, not- the 
withſtanding, can very cordially join in the * 
company of mockers, and men of this 5 


world, whoſe God 1s their belly, and 
_ whole glory is their ſhame. Such you will 
find ſeated where only the ſcorner ſhould 
fir, and ſtanding where ſinners aſſemble, 
without bringing the leaſt degree of uneali- 
neſs on their own conſciences, or once ſuſ- 
petting that they do wrong. Having ut- 
terly forgot * that friendſhip with the world 
is enmily againſt God; that we cannot take 
Fre T into our boſom without being burnt, or 
_—_— Jam. iv. 4. f Prov. vi. 27* 


touch 
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touch pitch without defilement. Theſe are 
bots“ in our ſolemn feaſis (as Jude ſaith) 


clouds without water, carried about of winds; 


trees whoſe fruit withereth (yea) without 
fruit, Theſe are not only uſeleſs members, 
but really injurious, more to be guarded 
againſt than thoſe that are without; ſeeing 
an enemy in our own camp, who holds 
correſpondence with our enemies, is by far 
more dangerous to our intereſt than num- 
bers of avowed enemies. And churches 
ought to gu:rd eſpecially againſt ſuch per- 
ſors, if they would ftand Grm, rather than 
againit notorious oppoſers. Our vines are 
ſooner ſpoiled by little foxes than by great 
Leviathans ; and the cauſe of Jeſus ſuffers. 
more from things, by ſome deemed trivial, 
than by all the notorious fins and oppoſi- 
tions of the day, 

Some, indeed, are daring enough, upon 
being found fault with for their frequent- 
ing of taverns and public-houſes, at once 
to exculpate themſclves, by laying the 
blame upon divine Providence; alledgin 
that ſuch. is the nature of their boſinets 
that they are under a neceſſity of company- 


keeping in thoſe interdicted places; and 


turther, that they can. ſpend an hour or 


wo there, with as little guilt as in their 


* Jude 12, | > 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 
own houſes, which, by the way; they 


] 

would find very difficult to prove. But 
they ought to confider in the 1 
1ſt Place, that the buſineſs which cannot 1 

be carried on without a direct breach of f 
Chriſt's laws, is either in itſelf unlawful, t 
or it is unlawfully managed. If in itſelf v 
unlawful, it is not of God's ordaining, n 
therefore ought to be laid aſide; if in itſelf in 
it is a lawful buſmeſs, and unlawfully ma- in 
naged, care ſhould be taken to rectify what K. 

is amiſs in our management of it, ſeeing G 
that all our worldly buſineſs ought to be di: 
governed to the Redeemer's glory. No- J 
thing is more common in the mouths of tr 
. than this excuſe, yet nothing is, be 
in truth, more impious, and hath a more mi 


direct tendency to diſhonour God, and 
give mankind an unfavourable idea of his 


moral government of the world. But ve defi 
may, with young Elihu, be in God's ſtead, of 
againſt | thoſe impeachers of his righteous dea 
ways, and will aſk them,“ Do you al- bur 
ledge, that the infimtely holy and juſt God cone 
hath forbidden the drunk ards admiſſion into the 
the kingdom of heaven, and at the ſame oecu 
time hath, in Providence, fixed the ſtation Tra 


and occupation of a man, ſuch as lay him 
under an unavoidable neceſſity of being a 
'drunkard? Yes, you alledge this, when you 
RY | | father 
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father your intemperance upon the buſi- 
neſs in which Providence has fixed you, 
unleſs you utterly deny his ſuperintenden- 
ey over human affairs. This excule, there- 
fore, is ſo far from extenuating your guilt, 
that it actually makes it double what it 


c would have been, without ſuch an impeach. 
„ ment of divine Providence; by adding 
K impiety (not to ſay blaſphemy) to your 


ho intemperance. Bur be not deceived, drun- 
kards ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.“ If, therefore, a man that is ad- 


ly conduct upon his buiineſs, he is, in the 
triteſt ſenſe, a diſorderly walker, not to 
be permitted within a goſpel church; but 
muſt be withdrawn from, leſt his conduct, 
as an infection, diffuſe its baleful influence 
abroad, and, as a root of bitter neſs, ſnould 
defile many. In order for the conviction 
of offenders of this kind, and the better 
dealing with them, by the ſeveral churches 
burdened and grieved by their ungodly 


the following heads, each of Which ſhall 


occupy a diſtinct part or chapter of this 
Tract, 5 


* 1 Cor. vi. 10. 


dicted to intemperance charges his ungod- 


conduct, I ſhall conſider this ſubject under 
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r. The fin of dwnkenneſs defined. 
2. The real 1 of drunkenneſs 
expoſed. 

The danger to which a man is liable 
when drunk. 
4. The cenſure of drunkards from 
God's word. 
The means of ecleiniing profeſſors 
who have fallen into that ſin, and the con- 


duct of a church in caſe of obſtinacy. 


A CAUTION 


ON 


A 
CAUTION TO DRUNKARDS. 


en A P. I. 


In which the Sin of Drunkenneſs is dev 
defined. 


\ RUNKENNESS, altho? a preva- 

ling evil in this our day, in which 
idleneſs and diſſipation ſo greatly obtain, is 
capableof miſinterpretation; and one perſon 
may be ſtigmatized as a drunkard, on ac- 
count of ſome overt - act, perhaps of ancient 
date, who is in truth no ſuch perſon; 
whilſt another paſſeth for a very ſober man, 
notwithſtanding he drinketh every day more 


than nature craves, and religion ſays is 
enough. A variety of circumſtances may 


concur, to enſnare a man into an act of 
vice, to which he is by no means addicted; 
whereas a robuſt and hale conſtitution, will 
ſupport a man above the vulgar imputation 
of that very vice, to which he is conſtitutions 


ally and habitually addicted. What Iaimat 


is, to ſhew that one man may be aqually in- 


toxicated with liquor, without deſerving the 
ignominious character of a drunkard;. 


whilſt another, who is never apparently 
drunk or intoxicated, is, in fact, a drunk- 
ard. Particular acts do not enter into, or 
fix general characters; but a ſeries of the 

ſame 
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ſame actions conſtitute habit, and ſo fix the 
character, virtuous or vicious, according 
to the nature of the actions themſelves, 
There is, perhaps, not ſuch a miſer alive, 
as never performed a generous benevolent 
action; but one generous benevolent ac- 
tion does not exempt the ſordid wretch 
from the character of miſer. So, perhaps, 
there is no man ſo truly benevolent, who 
never in his life-time was guilty of one op- 
preſſive or unjuſt deed; but one oppreſ- 
five or unjuſt act, ought not to prevent the 
man from being eſteemed truly benevo- 
lent, if the general tenor of his con- 
duct is ſuch as merit that reputation. 
In the fixing of characters, the general 
diſpoſition of the mind, and tenor of lite, 
rather than particular or ſingle actions, 
however overt, are to be regarded; other- 
wiſe, ſome ſaints of the higheſt eminence 
in ſacred hiſtory muſt loſe their reputation, 
ſo juſtly given them by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and be branded with infamy injurious and 
- unjuſt. I ſball begin with Noah, and a 
little trace the ſtory, 

T hat righteous man, having preached to 
his contemporaries: for an hundred and 
twenty years, being ſaved in the. ark from 
the univerſal deluge, planted a vineyard, 
and drank of the juice of the grapes to 10- 
toxication; yet could not Noah be deno- 

minated 
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minated a drunkard, as the holy penman 
recites no repetition of the ſame evil. Now 
on the one hand it would be harſh, and be- 
yond the deſign of the ſacred hiſtorian, to 
call Noah a drunkard, becauſe he was 


; once guilty of the (in of drunkenneſs; fo 
þ on the other hand, it is abſurd and irration - 
8, al in thoſe, who live in that more than beaſt- 
ho ly evil, to plead this inſtance of that good 
p- man's weakneſs, to quiet their own con- 
ef. ſciences, and to juſtity their conduct; ſee- 
the ing, though Noah was overtaken with it 
„o- as a fault, for which he was cenſurable, he 
on- did not live in it as habitual. Neither will 


a bare repetition of it fix the character, 
unleſs we would account Lot, whofe rigb- 
teous foul was grieved for the wickedneſs of 
the Sodomites, to paſs for a drunkard, 
which can never be admitted, notwithſtand- 
ing he was twice ſo exceedingly intoxica- 


and knew not what he did, Abraham twice 
diſſembled, yet was he not a diſſembler, 
but the faithful parent of the choſen ſeed. 
David was once in his life guilty of noto- 
rious adultery, and Jacob of ſpeaking 
downright falſhood ; yet was not the one a 
liar, nor the other an adulterer. So then, 
asthe recorded failings of the ſaints are no 
precedent for our imitation, they are not 


walkers, 


ted, that he lay with his own daughters, 


deligned as a ſubterfuge for ungodly 
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12 A CavTion to DrunxAtDs. 
walkers, Yet of the greateſt uſe they may 


be, to a poor broken-hearted ſincere be- 
liever, who, by the force of corruption, 


hath yielded to temptation z and, from his 
conſcious lapſe, writes the moſt bitter 
things againſt himſelf, To ſee that ſome, 
even of the greateſt of ſaints, have been 
like to himſelf enſnared, may be a means 


of keeping him from utter deſpair, into 
- which he muſt unavoidably fall, were he 


Jeft to conclude, that no ſuch ſpots as his, 
were ever found upon the character of 


any of God's dear children. But what has 


the habitual ſinner to do with this? He is 
under no ſuch concern, and thoſe melan- 


choly inſtances can be of no ſuch uſe to 


-him. By the way, a man may be a daily 
impenitent offender, where his fin never 
becomes ſo notorious, as thoſe failings of 
God's children above referred to. 
There is Potitio, a gentleman of a fa- 
cetious turn of mind, whoſe company 1s 
courted by people of ſuperior rank, He 
ſeldom ſpends an evening at home in his 
own family, nor indulgeth his amiable 
ſpouſe with his company till eleven or 
twelve at night; ſo that the ſweeteſt en- 
dearments of the conjugal ſtate, and family 
oeconomy, are but little known under his 
roof. Yet does he never come home drunk. 


 Blefſed with a ſound habit of body, he 
| can 
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can tarry long at the wine without being 


intoxicated, and is ſo mighty to drink 
ſtrong drink, that he will drink as much as 
would make three ordinary men to reel, 
without depriving himſelf of the uſe of his 
faculties, his eyes or his limbs. And he- 


cauſe he can walk ſoberly home, after he 


has ſent his companions ſtaggering away, 
he bleſſeth himſelf in his virtue, and can 
boaſt that he never was drunk in his life. 
That this ſhould be the caſe with Politio, 
is not very ſtrange, ſeeing he makes little 
profeſſion of regard to objects ſuperior to 


ſenſual gratifications: but that people who 


profeſs to have a God to adore, a Saviour 
to fallow, and an eternity in view, ſhould 
indulge to the ſame degree of intemperance, 
and juſtify their conduct in ſo doing, is not 
lo ſafely accounted for. Nor is it eaſy to 
ſay, how they can perſuade themſelves that 
they can ſpend an evening in a tavern or 
alchouſe, once or twice a week, as inno- 
cently as in their own houſes amongſt their 
families. . But if poſſible to convince men, 
that they may be in the eye of God's 
righteous law, ſtrictly and properly drunk- 
ards, without being ſo much as once in- 
toxicated with liquor, I would have it ob- 
ſerved, | 

1. That all things which have not ſome 
tendency, either directlyor more remotely to 


glorify 
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glorify God, muſt undeniably be deemed 
ſinful. Whether we eat or drink, or what- 
ever toe do, we are called to do it to the glory 
of God; which ſtrews, that there is a — 
to the glory of God, and of conſequence 
that there is a drinking to the diſhonour of 
God. Every thing that tends to the glory 
of God, we are capable of imploring the 
divine bleſſing upon, which 1 think we 
cannot do upon things, that either directly 
or conſequentially tend to his diſhonour, 
Conſcience, fo far as enlightened, is a 
faithful monitor, and will give a direct an- 
ſwer to our interrogatories. Let thoſe, 
therefore, who plead for the innocence of 
ſpending time at thoſe places, lay their 
hands upon their hearts, and kneel down, 
if they can, and aſk the divine bleſſing up- 
on what they are going about; or let them 
eeaſe to juſtify that, upon which they cannot 
in conſcience implore the divine bleſſing. 
Perhaps this is the neareſt way of diſtin- 
guiſhing to ourſelves, between things law- 
ful and unlawful; and a way which, if at- 
tended to, would diſcover many things to 
be unlawful which are pleaded for as indif- 

ferent. | : y 
Much waſte of precious time may be 
made over the cup, when there is not the 
leaſt appearance of intoxication; time, which 
ought to be improved in the compting- 
: | houle, 


- 
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houſe, or ſnop, in the cloſer, or inthe family. 
And can that be ſinleſs, which is ſuch a mur- 
derer of time, ſo precious in the eye of a 
death-bed? In ſhort, all drinking, which un- 
fits the mind for the cloſeſt examination of its 
frame and actings, that hinders meditation, 
indiſpoſeth for the molt ſpiritual duty in 
the church, in the family, or in the cloſet ; 
unfits for, or puts family worſhip any way 
out of courſe, is ſinful drinking; and to 
be ranked under the head of drunkenneſs. 
2. A man may, by drinking without 
being intoxicated, be of very great injury 
tothe cauſe and intereſt of religion. Peo- 
ple of the world naturally form their opi- 
nion of religion itſelf, from the conduct of 
its profeſſors. Therefore all drinking that 
tends to grieve the godly, and to bring the 


church of Jeſus: into trouble, is ſinful 


drinking, or drunkenneſs. A man may be 
perſuaded that ſuch a thing is lawful, in it- 
felf, to him; but if his being found in 
that thing, whatever it be, tends to grieve 
but one, and that of the weakeſt members 
of the church, it becomes unlawful to 
him; as the Holy Ghoſt hath left us no to- 
leration to grieve even a weak brother ; no, 
not even in things the molt indifferent. It 
was lawful for Paul to eat fleſh, as often as 
he had occaſion; but rather chan offend 
one brother, he would eat no fleſh whilſt 
B 2 the 


16 A CavrTion % DrRunKanDs. 
the world ſtood. How much more ought 
one profeſſor to abſtain from alehouſes and 
taverns, when others are thereby offended ? 
Beſides, to advert to what was faid before, 
people of the world form their opinion of 
religion itſelf, from the conduct of its pro- 
feſſors. It muſt be awfully ſinful, when 
any part of our conduct gives unto a poor 
ſinner a falſe notion of the ſtrictneſs of re- 
gion, as if it could bear with the practice 
of drinking, and frequenting of publick 
houſes, or in any wiſe connive at the abuſe 
of the mercies of God, all of which are 
to be uſed with thankfulneſs and prayer. 
Who that loves Jeſus will attempt to juſ- 
tify that conduct, which tends to 2 a 
poor ſinner, and make him tenfold more a 
child of the Devil than he was before? 
Yet ſuch a tendency has the conduct of 
thoſe profeſſors, who frequent taverns and 
alehouſes, and therefore notoriouſly ſcan- 
dalous and ſinful. + The profeſſor of Chril- 
tianity cannot conform to the maxims of 
the world, without proportionably to the 
ſaid conformity, confirming worldlings in 
their ſinful courſes, by the countenance 
which he gives them. But how much 
more honourable is it, to ſeek after the 
welfare of our poor fellow ſinners, by do- 
ing what we can, to be inſtrumental of 1a- 

ving 
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ving them from that perdition to which the 
world is deſtined? N 
To confirm my leading poſition, name- 
ly, that a man may be a drunkard without 
ever being intoxicated, I would have it 
obſerved, that in 1 Kings xx. 16, we read, 
that, Benhadad was drinking himſelf drunk 
in the pavilions, he and the thirty and two 
kings that helped him.” Which words, in 
the plaineſt manner,' exhibit a charge of 
drunkenneſs againſt Benhaded; yet that 
he retained the uſe both of his reaſon and 
limbs, and was not what ſome of our re- 
finers conſider as a being drunk, is clear 
from verſe 20, and Renhadad, king of Syria, 
eſcaped on an horſe with the horſemen. He 
had the uſe of his reaſon, being ſenſible 
of his danger, and chooſing the moſt ra- 
tional and likely means of ſafety. He was 
capable of fleeing on horſeback, and con- 
ſequently of walking on foot, as upright 
as thoſe who, after their tarrying long at 
the wine, boaſt of the ſteadineſs of their 
walk; yet the Holy Ghoſt ſays he was 
drinking himſelf pzunk. It will avail but 
little what a man ſays in his own vindica- 
tion, if the word of God ſets him down 
as a drunkard. Tarrying long at the wine, 
and being mighty to drink ſtrong drink, 
fall as immediately under cenſure and ad- 
monition, as to be intoxicated, And cer-- 
B D. F tainly,, | 
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tainly if. drinking in the manner above de- 
ſcribed, is ſinful and cenſurable, he that 
indulges to intoxication, has no right to 
lenity and forbearance. Neither can he be 
tolerated within a Chriſtian church, ſeeing 
drunkards ſhall not inherit the king- 


* 


dom of heaven. ö 


G H A . U. 
In which is ſhewn the exceeding Sinfulneſs of 
the Sin of Drunkenneſs, 


T TAVING fſhewn in the preceeding 
| chapter, what we are to underſtand 
by drunkenneſs, I goon to ſhew in this the 
heinous aggravation attending it, and the im- 
poſſibility of a perſon being addicted to it, 

without injuring both himſelf and others. 
1. The drunkard of every ſtage greatly 
injures himſelf, if we may give credit to 
Solomon's teſtimony, Prov. xxiii. 29. and 
ſome following verſes. Who hath ue! 
Who hath Sorrow ? Who bath contentions * 
Who hath bablling? Who hath wound: 
without cauſe? Who hath redneſs of eyes * 
They that tarty long at the wine, they that 
£0 to ſeek mixt wine. Look not thou upon 
ibe wine toben it is red, when it givub his 
colour in the cup, when it moveth iiſel 
if N aright ; 


Werra 


- 


A Caution 7% Dux KAR DS. Ty 


arigbi; at the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, and 
ftingeth like an adder. Thine eyes ſhall bebold 
4 firange woman, and thine heart ſhall utter 
perverſe things. Here is a train of evils, 
which neceſſarily proceed from drunken- 
neſs, or tarrying long at the wine, which 
terms are ſy nonimous in the ſenſe of ſcri 

ture, both of them productive of future 


remorſe, unleſs hardened. to all ſenſe of ſin, 


ſhame and folly. Redneſs of eyes, pro- 
ceeding from the inflammation of the blood 
through the fermentation of abuſed li. 
quors, deſigned for a bleſſing, and not for 
a curſe to mankind ; as a reſtorative to op- 


preſſed * and not as fuel to inflame 


the bloo 

Whatevils proceed from exceſſive A. 
ing, let the gouty, the hectic or hypochon- 
driachal, the conſumptive, the paralitie 
and apoplectic ſay, for they have experi- 
enced it. Though. I deny not, that theſe 
diſeaſes may invade even a temperate per- 
ſon ; it may, perhaps, be found, that ſome 
people, who deem themſelves very tempe- 
rate, may be chargeable: with. ruining their 
ewn conſtitution, and. bringing thoſe di- 
ſeaſes upon themſelves. Some people are 
ſo regular, that at no time do they in the 
leaſt diſguiſe themſelves with any liquor; 
yet they drink, in their regular way of li- 
ving, what is ſufficient to maintain A febrile 
| motion. 
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motion conſtantly in the blood; a motion, 
than which nothing preys more upon the 
conſtitution, relaxes the nerves, and un- 
-- hinges the whole frame of nature. A fe- 
brile ſtate, which, according to our beſt 
phyſicians, if not duly attended to, threat- 
ens the moſt fatal and deſtructive diforders. 
This ſame little fever upon the ſpirits, 
when its. cure 1s attempted, ſtrictly prohi- 
bits the uſe of all fermented: hquors, and 
indicates baliamic and nutritive broths, 
which evidently ſhews, that. rhe origin of 
the diſeaſe is the tb plentiful uſe of then, 
although the phyſician is prudent enough 
not to ſhock 
by ſuch a mortifying diſcovery, _ 
But as this cgcsurſe is profeſſedly mo- 
ral, and not phyſical, I return to my plan 
ef diſcovering, how injurious the fin 
of Labin is to the party himſelf. 
And whatever bad effects it may produce 
upon the body, thoſe effects are at leaſt 
equalled by the ſituation of the mind. 


What mind, poſſeſt of the leaſt degree 


of ſentiment, can bear, without a great 


degree of painful mortification, to take a 


retroſpective view of his impertinent bab- 
ble in his aver-nights cups. How thought- 
ful are his mornings, and how diſagreeable 
his reflections, unleſs he is become abſo- 
lutely ſottiſh, and has drank away his . ? 

e | The 


delicacy of his patient, 
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The diſorder which the uſe of ſtrong drink 
brings upon the body, naturally tends to 


fetter and ſtupify the ſoul, which can act 


only according to the poſition in which the 
bodily organs are for the time being, 
which is the true reaſon why people will do 
thoſe things, when inflamed with wine or 
ſtrong drink, which they would be aſhamed 
of at another time.—Therefore Solomon 
ſays, that thine eye ſhall behold a flrang? 
woman, and thine heart ſhall utter perverſe 
things: And is it not a pity, by ſenſual gra- 
tification, to deprive the only conſcious 
part of man the power of acting? Is it 
not ſinful to fetter the moſt illuſtrious part 
of the human creation, which the moſt 
high God ennobled with his own immacu- 
late image? 


But it is alſo an abuſe of the mercies of 


a gracious God; one glutton or drunkard 
will devour more in waſteful abuſe, 'than 
would ſerve to make many comfortable. 


What pity is it'that men and women ſhould 
indulge to intemperance, when many of 


their fellow - creatures cannot get a ſuffici- 
ency of bread to eat, or raiment to wear? 
To ſee one of God's creatures wallowing in 
luxury, whilſt another is periſhing for 
want, gives us but a very unfavourable 
idea of human benevolence, Awful will 
that audit be, to which our men of afflu- 
ence 
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ente will ſoon be ſummoned z and tre- 


mendous their reckoning with inflexible 


juſtice, ' But they muſt abide by it, and 
undergo the irrevocable ſentence. To 
have mercies poured in upon one, and 
thoſe very mercies by a vicious appetite 
abuſed, and turned into ſo many curſes, 
yields ſomething horrid on the reflection. 
Yet this isthe caſe of the drunkard, whether 
more notorious and open, or more ſecret 
and fly. Divine Providence hath put into 
his hands the means of living comfortably, 
and by the perverſion of thoſe very means 
he is unhappy himſelf, and makes all 
around him equally unhappy. In this 
ſenſe, therefore, he fights againſt God, and 
does what he can to render abortive the 
gracious deſigns of holy Providence. But, 

2. Admitting that a profeſſor of religion 
js addicted to that vide of drunkenneſs, he 
is injurious in a very high degree; and 


this ace is riſe of ſuch ſcandalous profeſ- 
ſors, to the great grief of the few who 


keep their garments clean in the ſtreets of 
our ſardis. Such a one is injurious to his 
family, to his creditors, to the church 
to which he belongs; juſtly meriteth 
to be caſt out into the world, and held as 
an heathen man and a publican. Inſtead of 
being the parent, protector and provider 


for his family, he acts in every ſenſe as 


their 
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their enemy. What a dreadful example 
does he ſet his children, inſtead of going 


| out and in before them in the fear of the 
0 Lord? Inſtead of being a bleſſing to them, 
d ſtirring them up to the love of virtue by 
e che amiableneſs of his own converſation, he 
8, is a ſnare to them by his filthy and beaſtly 
n. example. It is better to be deſcended from 


an Hottentot than from ſuch a profeſſor, 
whoſe conduct muſt, if grace prevent not, 
inſpire his offspring with the moſt diſagree- 
able idea of religion and virtue. How 
different is the conduct of ſuch an one, 
from the tenor of that command, . Train 
up a child in the way he ſhould go, and when 
be is old he will not depart from it.” Young 
ones are vefy attentive to the conduct of 
their parents, and even in the earlieſt dawn 
of reaſon, form from it the moſt ſtrik ing 
concluſions. If we wiſh well to the fruit 
of our bodies, we have need to be careful 

of our conduct; and eſpecially under a 
| profeſſion of religion. But beſides the in- 
jury done to their morals, he injures them 
in their property, and is leſs capable of 
providing for them, therefore he hiniſelf 
proportionably vergeth towards the charac- 
ter of an inſidel. How awful is the con- 
duct of that parent, who by meer ſenſual 
indulgence of his own filthy appetite, neg- 
lects the proper education of his . 

| an 
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—— 


and guzzles down that which ſeemed to be 
deſigned in Providence to make them hap- 
py. and comfortable in life ? Let the drunk- 
ard reflect for a moment, on a wife fitting 
at home ſolitary and mournful, deprived 
of ſocial intercourſe with the huſband of 
her choice; children untaught, ungovern- 
ed, and perhaps unprovided for, and there 
read the diſagreeable effects of his intem- 
perance. His buſineſs neglected, in pro- 
portion to his intemperance, and his cre- 
ditors or family defrauded, in an equal 
proportion to his neglect of buſineſs, and 
unneceſſary expence, plainly ſhew, that 
the drunkard is, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, a diſ- 
honeſt man, and no ſuitable member of a 
Chriftian community. Let it be further 
obſerved, that both the church, and the 
world, expect that the conduct of profeſ- 
ſors ſhould be, in ſome goodly meaſure, 
different from that of thoſe who make no 
profeſſion of religion at all; and that, al- 
though the families of heathens call not 
on the name of the Lord, it is expected to 
be otherwiſe with ſuch as profeſs to be fol- 
| lowers of the Lamb; more eſpecially with 
thoſe who are members of goſpel churches. 
But how is it that the duties of family re- 
ligion can be attended to, by thoſe who 
delight to tarry long at the wine? The 
hour is commonly unſeaſonable, and ta- 

| tigue 
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tigue depreſſeth the ſpirits in ſuch a man- 
ner, thar little reliſh for, or pleaſure in the 
duty can be experienced; the family half 


. aſleep, rather yaun out their prayers, than 


worſhip God 1n ſpirit and in truth. What 
an unſavoury and unſeaſonable ſpirit for 
the worſhip of Gop muſt that perſon be 
under, who is juſt come from the imperti- 
nent babble of alchouſe and tavern poli- 
ticians. Vet this is the caſe with looſe 
profeſſors; either the worſhip of God in 
the family is altogether neglected, or thus 
ſlightly and carnally performed, in ſuch a 
manner, as is very unlikely to yield edifica- 
tion to any. | 
And if the family thus ſuffer, the com- 


munity to which he belongs is not leſs a 


ſufferer. Here is no taſting of the ſpiri- 
tuality of his gifts, no exerting of himſelf - 
for Zion's proſperity. He puts it out of 
his power to contribute towards the ſup- 
port of the goſpel, or the. relief of the 
poor, both of which are the duty of every 
member of a goſpel church. Inſtead of be- 
ing an uſeful member, he becomes as a dead 
weight upon the community, If all were 
thus to act, what would become of the 
Lord's poor, and of a preached goſpel ? 
The poor might ſtarve, and the cauſe of 
religion fink into nothing. But I ſaid, that 
ſuch an one * dead weight * 

e 
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the church to which he belongs, ſo long as 
he is ſuffered to continue in it; which is 
very apparent, as he not only does no good, 
but much hurt among the members. He 
is a contagious perſon, who ſpreads infec- 
tion wherever he comes; the more ſerious 
and pious are under reſtraints in his pre- 
ſence; the leſs guarded are in danger of 
being corrupted by his example, and drawn 
into the ſame uncleanneſs of converſation 
with him. His conduct is uſually known 
abroad, before the church becomes ac- 
quainted with it; ſinners are hardened, the 
weak are ſtumbled, and the reputation of 
the community 1s wounded, perhaps be- 
fore the matter comes to their knowledge; 
and thus a long train of evils neceſſarily 
ariſe from the luſt of intemperance. Is 
there one man, of the leaſt degree of ſeri- 
.ouſneſs, who, if convinced of the evil of 
intemperate drinking, would not rather 
'bridle his appetite, than be the cauſe of ſo 
numerous and fo threateningevils ? 


CHAP. 
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. III. 


Which diſcovers the Danger to which a Man 
is expoſed when drunk, and the Cenſure of 
Drunkards from the Ward of God. 


E confeſs, that I have but little hope 
of being able to ſay any thing on this 
tubje&t, which will ſerve to reclaun thoſe, 
who are actually addicted to the ſin af 
drunkenneſs. But this does not diſcou- 
rage me, ſeeing there is a probability of 
ſomething being faid, which may be as an 
antidote againſt that horrid evil to others, 
who, although not as yet enfaared, are ex- 
poſed to the temptation; and if fa, I have 
my reward. Let the reader diligently con- 
lider the ſubſtance of the former chapter, 
and alfa the further repreſentation of the 
dangers contained in this, and let him ſay, 


it there is not a call for him to watch and 


be ſober. . 

1. A man's judgment is liable to be miſ- 
led when his body is inflamed with liquor; 
as, Iſaiab xxviil 7. They alſo have erred 
through wine, and thraugh firong drink are 
out of the way; the prieſi and the prophet 
Eave erred through ſtrong drink, they are fwal- 
lowed up of wine, they are out of the way 


through ftrong drink, they err in viſion, they 


C 2 ſtumble 
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Humble in judgment. This account of the 
drunkards of Ephraim is pertinent and 
ſtriking; all ranks of people are charged 
with it. Thoſe that ſit in judgment, whom 
it behoved to have the cleareſt ideas, and 
the moſt perfect uſe of their reaſon, in or- 
der to diſpenſe judgment and equity. Thoſe 
who turned the battle in the gate. The ſol- 
diers and men of war; the bulwarks of the 
nation, and guardians of its laws and immu- 


nities ſacred and civil. The prophet and the 


prieſt, whoſe office it was to make atone- 
ment and interceſſion for the people, and 


inſtruct them in things appertaining to the 


kingdom of heaven. But does not com- 
mon experience ſhew, that the heat of li- 
quor will cauſe-as great a confuſion of 
ideas, as the delirium in an high fever will 
do? Hence that adage, ** The drunken man 
is a mad man,” incapable of forming a 
true idea of objects; therefore a wife man 
will not reprove a drunkard, whilſt yet in 
his cups, leſt he get himſelf a. blot, but 
will wait till he is ſober; 1. e. till he re- 
gains the exerciſe of his reaſon, which was 
impaired in proportion to the degree of 
inflammation occaſioned by his intempe- 
rance. | | N | 
21. He is in danger of betraying his in- 
ward inſanity, by the folly of his words. 
The wiſe man foretels that, the lips of lle 
29 drunkard 
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drunkard fhall utter perverſe things; which 


was true of N abal, when David's meſſen- 


rs came to him in a ſuppliant manner. 

« Who.is David? And who is the Son of 
Jeſſe ?“ ſaid he, exactly like the bluftering. 
of a drunken man. Had he been ſober, 
he would probably have framed a peacea · 
ble anſwer, even if he denied David's re- 
queſt, and not have expoſed himſelf to 
the reſentment of {ſuch an hero; as he muſt 
needs know the ſon of Jeſſe to be; as is 
clear from the aſperſion caſt upon him, as 

one who had broken away from his maſter. 
But would a man fo covetous as Nabal: 
was, with all his churliſhneſs, had he en- 
joyed the right uſe of his reaſon, have 
broken through every rule of ſound poli- 
cy, by offending a'man who had it in his: 


rome to ruin at once all his poſſeſſions ? 


low. many have in their cups uttered fuch- 
treaſonable words, as have afterwards ex- 
poſed them to the ſevere penalty of the 
law, in ſuch. caſes provided? And even. 
when nothing materially criminal is uttered, 
what impertinent babble is there heard in 
a company of drunkards? There you will 
find \ patriots, ſtateſmen, men of all ſci- 
ences, deep ſkilled in every myſtery; and 
m truth, every thing is to be found among 
them beſides virtue and chriſtianity, which 
love long fled the ſociety of drunkards. 
C3, 3, The 
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3. The drunkard is in danger of bad 


and vicious actions; thine eye ſhall ſee a | 
ftrange woman, ſaith 'Solomon to the man ] 
who abides long at the wine. And I think y 
this we may-venture. to affirm, that if Noah t 
had never been intoxicated, his nakedneſs ti 
had never been diſcovered, nor he had the 

ain of denouncing the curſe upon his own ne 
ſeed. Neither had Lot ſtained his reputa- ra 
tion, by lying with his own daughters, had ha 
he not firſt been made drunk through their th 
ſubtilty. Said Satan once, as ſome re- mt 
port, to a man in his power, chuſe thee Iſr 
which thou wilt, murder a man; lie with im 
thy neighbour's wife; or get drunk. The wit 
poor man choſe to get drunk, ſuppoſing fell 
it the leaſt criminal of the three. But cip 
when inflamed with liquor, he went and Th 
laid with his neighbour's wife, was caught WW cul: 
by the huſband in the act of adultery, and ed, 
to cover his. infamy, plunged his dagger defe 
into the heart of the injured man; and toxi 
was thus guilty of all that Satan propoſed obſe 
to him at the firſt. Iniquity in general is like agai 
the breaking in of water; you ſce the be- E 
ginning of it, but cannot tell where it will was 
end. And ſome ſins (ſuch as drunkenneſs) houſ 


have many evils implied in them. And 
difficult it is to ſay, what a man is not ca- 
pable of when he is drunk. It was a ſcan- 
dal, ſuch as will never be purged ow 
SY). . thas 
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that univerſity, which, when one of its 
members was convicted of infidelity, al- 
ledged in his excuſe, that he was drunk 
when he uttered the words; ſeeing it ought 
to have been deemed-an heinous aggrava- 
tion of his guilt. - 

4. If a man hath enemies, and I know 
not who is without, he is expoſed to their 
rage when in any wiſe intoxicated, Ben- 
hadad was drinking himſelf drunk with 
the kings in his pavilions, when the young 


men of the princes of the provinces of 
Iſrael came upon the Syrian hoſts, and 


ſmote them. Being taken up with his 
wine and his company, he and his army 


fell an eaſy prey to the Iſraelites, the dit- 


cipline of his troops having been neglected. 
The drunkard hath no care. This partt- 
cular circumſtance was, no doubt, record- 
ed, with a view to teach us the miſerable 
defenceleſs ſituation of that man who is in- 
toxicated with liquor. And it ought to be 
obſerved as a beacon, to warn all men 
againſt a practice ſo pernicious, | 

Elab, the fon of Baaſha, king of Iſrael, 


was drinking himſelf drunk in his ſteward's 


houſe at Tirzab, when Zimri his captain 
roſe up againſt him and flew him; which 
might not have happened, if the king's 
drunkenneſs had not furniſhed opportunity 
for perpetrating the horrid deed. How 
| TC om 
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many in our. day expoſe themſelves to the 
attack of robbers, merely by. their ſtaving 
at the wine; a melancholy inſtance 

we had but very lately, in the untimely 
death of two tradeſmen, in the ſuburbs of 
the city, by. the hands of ruffians, who 
have now ſatisfied the law with their lives. 
Thoſe that are attentive to the diſorders of 
the times, muſt. needs ſee, that this is an 
evil, attended with the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences to thoſe who follow it: and wha: 
is {till more melancholy, is the rapid pro- 
greſs which it makes, in ſubduing both 
ſexes of Britons, both of ſuperior and 1n- 
ferior rank. A progreſs which threatens 
the moſt diſmal: cataſtrophe, unleſs pre- 
vented by a ſpirit of reformation poured 
down from on high upon us as a people. 
Unleſs this happy change ſhould take 
place, we have all the — in the world 
to expect, that the woe denounced againſt 
the drunkards of Ephraim, may fall in the 
moſt tremendous manner upon the drunk- 
ards of Britain. For although vengeance 
tarry,. let the drunkard aſſure himſelf that 
his damnation fleepeth not. As is apparent, 
g. From the cenſure which: the word of 
God denounces againſt them in general. 
Firſt, they are threatened with poverty; 
Prov. xxiii. 20, 21. Be not amongſt wine- 
- bibbers, . amongſt riotous eaters of fleſh ; for 
| | | te 


A Caution to DauxkAR DSW. 33 


the drunkard and glutton ſhall come to pover- 
ty. And no wonder if we ſee this threat- 
ening ſo frequently verified, when to gratify 
a baſe and devouring appetite, people are 
at ſo much pains to deſtioy their only pre- 
ſervative from poverty. The waſte of wine, 
neglect of buſineſs, and accumulated ex- 
pence, implied in drunkenneſs, ſhew how 
naturally poverty 1s conſequent upon it. 
How many families have we ſeen reduced 
to the greateſt penury, by the improvidence 
and profuſe expences of ſome men and 
women, whoſe proper buſineſs ought to 
have been, to provide for their dependants 
things honeſt in the ſight of all men. Se- 
condly, there 1s a woe denounced againſt 
drunkards in general. Wo unto them that 
riſe up early in the morning, that they may 
| follow ſtrong drink; that continue until night 
that wine inflame them, Iſaiah v. 11. And 
verſe 22. Wo unto men that are mighty to 
arink wine, and men of ſtrength to mingle 
firong drink. Compared with Amos vi, 
16. Ü᷑²o to them that drink wine in bowls, 
and anoint themſelves with chief ointments ; 
but ' they are not grieved for the afflitions of 
Joſeph. Both compared with Hab. ii. 15. 
Wo unto bim that giveth his neighbour drink, 
that putteth thy bottle to him, and makeſt him 
drunken alſo (i. e. as well-as thyſelf) that 
thou mayeſt look on his nakedneſs, F on all 
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which we may ſee, in what eſteem the 
drunkard ſtands with an infinitely holy 
God; and the certainty, as well as pro- 
priety of his excluſion from the kingdom 
of God. And oh, Sirs! if God denounce 
a wo, who is he that can repeaÞ the dread- 
ful ſentence, and exempt the drunkard 
from the fierceneſs of his wrath. Hath 
the Lord ſpoken, and will he not do it? 
Hath he ſtretched forth his hand, and will 
he pull it back without executing his great 
deſigns? His council ſhall ſtand, and he 
will do all his pleaſure. His council con- 
demns, and his pleaſure: is to cut off the 
mmpenitent drunkard. Deut. xxix. 19, 20. 
The anger of the Lord, and his jealouſy, ſhall 
ſmoke againſt that. man who is a drunkard,; 
and all the curſes written in this book ſball lie 
upon him, and Jebovab (ball hlot out bis 
name from under beaven. Little does the 
drunkard reflect, that the wine which his 
intemperance devours, is as ſo much dil 
caſt into the flame of divine wrath, already 
kindled as a ſtream of brimſtone to.devour 
him. Little does he conſider to what end 
his licentious courſes bear, that he is only 
treaſuring up unto himſelf wrath againſt 
the day of wrath, and righteous judgment 
of God, who is no reſpecter of perſons ; no 
conniver at iniquity z and with whom no 
untenewed impenrent finner 8 
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The laws of man are, indeed, partial 
in favour of drunkards; and whilſt a mi- 
gerable half ſtarving wretch is adjudged to 
the gallows, for forcibly taking the ſmal- 


e Jeſt matter on the high way, the drunkard 
„ may rob his family of their all, without 
d incurring any legal penalty. But the law 
th of God lets not the villain paſs with im- 


punity, but adjudgeth him to death; 


ill Deut. xxi. 20, 21. And they (namely the 
AL father and mother) Hall /ay unto the elders 
he of bis city, this our fon is ſtubborn and re- 


bellious ; he will not obey eur voice, be is a 
glutton and a drunkard. And all the men of 
bis city ſhall ſtone him with ſtones that be die. 
The crimes laid to his charge were not mur- 
der, highway robberies, or burglaries ; but 
diſobedience to his parents, gluttony or 
riot, and drunkenneſs Attend to his judg- 
ment, ye who are guilty of the ſame 
crimes. The law of God adjudges you to 
death, however little ye lay it to heart. 
Think what heart-wringing anguiſh your 
parents muſt endure upon your account, 
if called upon by the laws of the land, as 
well as by the law of God, to accuſe and 
witneſs againſt you. But remember, if 
they do it not now, they will witneſs 
againſt you hereafter, at an higher and 
more awful tribunal, from which there 1s 


no appeal. The death to which 45 un- 
| | apPy 
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happy young man was doomed, was to be 
ſtoned by all the men of his city, to teſti- 
their abhorrence of his crime, and to 
purge themſelves of his guilt. Remember it, 

O young man, that God and all good men 

/ have thy ungodly converſation in the fame 
abhorrence, and thou haſt the ſame God 
to appear before, and to thy ſad experi- 
ence. thou: ſhalt find, that drunkards ſhall 


Not inherit the kingdom of God. 


— 


DR 
Which conſiders the Conduct of a Goſpel 
Cbureh towards one who is called a Bro- 
+ ther, on bis being guilty f this Witk- 
r ed ne /s. 


u churches of Jeſus being compo- 


92 ſed of men, who are liable to ſlcep, 
it is nothing ſtrange nor new, that the enc- 
my taking advantage of their weaknels, 
ſhould ſow his tares upon our field; and that 
they ſhould continue for a time amongſt 


the principal wheat undiſcovered. Nei- 


ther is it any more diſgrace to a. goſpel 
church in our day, to have among thema 
perſon, whoſe principles and conduct are 
diametrically. oppoſite to the integrity of 3 
goſpel ſpirit, than it was to the Lord's im- 
$171) | | | mediate 
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mediate diſciples, that Judas was of their 
number; unleſs they, indeed, ſhould con- 
nive at the wickednels perpetrated by ſuch 
an one. Then they become, to all intents 


n and purpoſes, partakers with him in his 
4 guilt, and ſhall ſhare too in his puniſh- 
ö 


ment. It is never expected, that the mem- 
bers of a church can ſearch the heart, and 
therefore they can never be blameable in 
admitting members, who afterwards may 
appear to have been unſound Poreng | 
they uſed every likely means to be ſatisfie 
of his integrity before his admiſſion ; which 
a church, ſtudious of its own peace and 
ſpe! proſperity, will not fail to do. Even the 
70 apoſtolic churches, to ſome of the mem- 
ick⸗ bers of which was given the gift of diſ- 
cerning ſpirits, were not exempted from 
impoſition of this kind; ſeeing one apoſ- 
tle complains of ſome who had crept 
unawares into the church; and another 
complains of ſome who had gone out from 
among them, becauſe they were not of 
them; for doubtleſs, faith he, had they 
been of us they would have continued 
with us. But becauſe ſome hypocrites had 
jor into the apoſtolic church, would it not 
an intolerable abuſe to cenfure all its 
members as hypocrites? And it is no leſs 
abſurd to charge the members of any goſ- 
pel church with delinquency, upon any 
92 D one 
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one or more of its members being convic- 


ted of a particular evil. Becauſe Peter de- 
nied the Lord who bought him, muſt 
James and Jobn be charged with the ſame 
denial; or, becauſe Demas turned aſide after 
hlithy lucre, mult it thence follow, that 
Paul and Barnabas turned aſide allo? In 
ſhort, a church can never be charged with 
the guilt of individual members, till it ac- 
halle winks or connives at the evil of ſuch 
a one's conduct. Then, indeed, the guil; 
is transferred from the individual to the ge. 


- neral body; at lealt they become parta- 


kers with him in his fin, | 
But how ſhall a church proceed in caſe 
of one of ts members being juſtly char- 
ed with the (in of drunkenneis? To an- 
wer this queſtion, I would oblerve, that 
there are three things, for which, as ends, 
church diſcipline in geperal, and cenſure 
in particular, are inſtituted.— The honour 
of the church The credit of religion And 
glory of Chriſt The reſtoration of the fal- 
len brother. That part of discipline which 
tends not to thele ends, is not of ſcriptural 
inſtitution, therefore to be rejccted as ſpu- 
rious. The honour. of the church, and 
credit of religion, will, at firſt yiew, ſecm 
to call for an immediate ſeparation from 
rhe perſon guilty of drunkenneſs; and, as 4 
warrant for this inſtant feparation, « thc 


- 
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words of the apoſtle, /e that fins befor? 
all, rebuke before all,” will be adduced. If 


a man is actually ſeparated from the church, 
- he is caſt out into the world, and become 
g to the church as an heathen man and a pub- 
* tican. Which ſeems to be more than the 
n apoſtle meant, by rebuking him before all. 
h n be more plain, than that the 
br notoriety of the fin of drunkenneſs calls 
Wy for immediate and public rebuke: but 
ir that every act of this kind does not call 
e · for an immediate ſeparation, I hope to 


make appear. 

> IF. The uttimate end of all true diſci- 
Une in a church, is to recover the fallen 
rother out of the ſnare of the devil; and 
in this theglory of Chriſt, who hates puttin 
away, conſiſts more than in cutting off. It 
hath been obſerved by ſome grieved bre- 
thren, that the conduct of churches towards 
fuppoled delinquents, rather indicates a 
deſire to be freed from the trouble of 
them, than any endeavour to reclaim 
and reſtore them; which, if true, be- 
trays a. ſpirit which I would not wiſh 
to proſper, were I even concerned in it. 
When actually cut off from a community, 
that perſon is no longer an object of the 
church's care, and conſequently no attempts 
are made towards his recovery and reſtora- 
tion; but he is as an heathen. man and a 
| 1 8 pub- 
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publican ; diſregarded till he himſelf ſhall 
make ſome overture towards his reconcilia- 
tion with the chureh which cut him off. 
And thus the leading defign of church diſ- 
cipline is prevented or perverted, 

2. From all that I am able to learn, there 
is a degree of cenſure appointed for certain 
offenders, which is ſhort of an actual ſe- 
paration, or excommunication, as in 
2 Theſſ. iii, 14, 15. F any man obey not 
our word by this epiſtle, note that man, and 
have no company with him, that he may be 
aſbamed; yet count bim not as an enemy, but 
admoniſh him as a brother. Here the diſo- 
bedient perſon was to ſtand 1n the relation 
of a brother, and as ſuch to be admoniſh- 
ed ; not to be accounted as an heathen man, 
and publican, or an enemy to the church 
and people of God. Yet although he was 
{till ro be treated as a brother, they are for- 
bidden to keep him company; and if forbid 
to keep him company in common, much 
more to communicate with him at the table 
of the Lord, or to admit him to the high- 
eſt degree of church fellowſhip. In like 
manner, 1 Cor. v. 11. But now have [ writ- 
ten unto you, not to keep company, if any man 
that is called à brother be a fornicator, or 
covetous, or an idolater, er a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner, with ſuch an one 
no not to eat, Here again, to eat either in 
| N common 
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common or in church communion, with a 
brother that is called a drunkard is for- 
bidden; and therefore, although he may 
for a time retain, the relation of a brother, 
is not to be admitted to the table of the 
Lord, till, by his repentance, he is purged 
from his ſcandal. r | 
3. Admonition in ſuch caſes has by ſome 
been thought  unwarrantable, ſuppoſing 
that it is enjoined. only in the caſe of an he- 
retic, who, after the firſt and ſecond ad- 
monition, we are commanded to reject, lt 
is in this caſe; expreſily inſtituted, and it is 
in no caſe forbidden ; therefote it can ne- 
ver be unſeaſonable, if diſpenſed in a goſ- 
pel ſpirit, with a ſingle eye to the Redeem- 
er's, glory. Beſides this forbearance in the 
church, and ſtudy by ſeaſonable admoni- 
tion, to reſcue a fallen brother out of the 
ſnare of the devil, is noſt like to the con- 
duct of Jeſus in the parable, who would 
not cut down the barren fig tree, till he 
had digged and dunged about it, to ſce if 
it would bring forth fruit. But, church ad- 
monition is expreſsly enjoined in caſes af 
Hlerderiy walking, as well as in caſes of 
"rey in the above cited 2 Theſſ. ui. 13. 
And conſequently Gxes a ſtanding rule for 
the conduct of a church in every caſe of 
diſorder. Such a rule as is perfectly con- 
liteor with the nature of a goſpel church, 
D 3 and* 
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and by their refuſing to eat. or accompany | 


with a diſorderly brother, the church main- 


tains its own honour, bears a teſtimon 


againſt the offender's fin, and ſhows that ho- 
lineſs only can become the houſe of the 
Lord: whilſt, at the ſame time, they ma- 
nifeſt bowels of mercy towards the party, 
by admoniſhing him as a brother. Only 
by the obſervance of this rule, a church 
can be ſaid to diſtinguiſh between the per- 
ſon of a fallen brother, and the fin into 
which he hath fallen. Let every Chriſtian 
community bear their warmeſt teſtimony 
againſt ſin of every kind, but let them-ne- 
ver forget, that reſtoration is the leading 
object they ought to keep in view. 
4. Notwithſtanding a church of Chriſt 
hath no warrant to proceed further at 
firſt, than to withdraw in point of commu- 
nion at the Lord's table, and in reſpect to 
all unneceſſary ſociety with an offender; 
yet ſo as to lay him under admonition as 
a brother, it may become neceſſary that an 
actual ſeparation, cutting off, or excom- 
munication ſhould take place; z the obſti- 
nate apoſtate be caſt forth into the world, 
the kingdom of Satan, and the relation be- 
er him and the church entirely diſſolv- 
If after digging and dunging about 
= the fig tree {till continues barren, it mult 
be cut down and caſt out of the * 
ut 
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But this cannot be done, but in caſe of ob- 
ſtinate and impenitent continuance in an 
evil, for which the party has been duly 
admoniſhed, and called to repentance. In 
ſuch a caſe, a bare withdrawing from him, 
as a diſorderly walker, is not an adequate 
cenſure; as he now aſſumes a different 
character, and becomes a troubler of the 
church, and therefore is to be cut off. 
Such an one continuing obſtinately impe- 
nitent,- under church admonitions, either. 
profeſſeth or profeſſeth not faith; if he 
profeſſeth not faith, he. is to be cut off, 
or caſt out as an infidel; if he does pro- 
feſs faith, and yet continues in his ſin, he 
holds the faith in an evil, or guilty con- 
ſcience; and as ſuch, ought to be delivered 
unto Satan, i. e. caſt out into the world 
over which Satan preſides. He doth not 
hear the church, and therefore is to be 
dealt with as an heathen man and a pubs, 
lican, 

5. If admonition has the deſired effect, 
and our fallen brother is made ſenſible of 
his fin, what ſhall we do? The caſe is 
plain. The Lord. hath bleſſed the diſci- 
pline of his houſe, and given repentance 
to him that ſinned. ' That very repentance 
is a proof of his God having received 
him; and ſhall any falſe notions! of the 
Wy ETA - hibnour 
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konour of the church induce us to rejet 
him whom God hath received. Na, if 
thy brot her repent, let his fin. have been 
ever ſo notorious, and turn to thee by. con- 
feſſion and repentance, thou ſhalt in any 
wiſe forgive him. Are we not to wait and 
ſee whether his repentance is abiding ;z and 
is it not prudent to ſtay till his ſcandal is 
purged by a courſe of well doing, before 
he is reſtored to his place? This is, in- 
deed, very agreeable to carnal policy, but 
no way conliſtent with the word of God, 
The apoſtles did not tarry for proof of 
Perer's repentance, before they acknow- 
lædged him as a brother; neither is it law- 
ful for us to doubt the reality of any man's 


repentance, till future facts ſhall render it 


dubious ; for only by their fruits are men 
to be known. To pretend to judge of 
the ſincerity or 1nfincerity of a man's 
heart, any further than open facts do make 
it manifeſt, approaches tog near to the 
Almighty's. province of ſearching hearts, 
for us to pretend to it. If a man is ſin- 
dere in his profeſſions. of repentance, his 
ſincerity will diſcover itſelf in the holinels 
of his future conduct; and if inſincere, 


the word of the Lord will ſoon find hin 
out, and the dog ſhall return to his vomit, 


che ſwine that was waſhed to her wallow ing 
I i g un 
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in the mire again, The ſcandal of the of- 


fender being purged by repentance, his 
former ſin 1s with the church, as it is with 
the church's God, as if it had never 
been; caſt behind their back, never more 
to be {cen or remembered by them. 

From all chat has been ſaid we may ſee, 
in the | 

1. Place, the aboundings of this fo very 
pernicious evil of drunkenneſs, and. how 
far it is the duty of every profeſſor to 
watch againſt it with fobriety. If we 
would. walk conliftent with the Chriſtian 


profeſſion; if we would act e . 
with manhood, it behoves us to watch. 


againſt all temptations to this horrid, this 
beaſtly fin ; and at the ſame time to ſolicit 
the protection of that immaculate being, 
by whoſe grace alone we can be upheld in 
the hour of temptation, and preſerved 
from the evil. 

2. The need there is for goſpel churches. 
to watch againſt. all tendency to looſeneſs 
and levity 1n its ſeveral members, in order- 
to prevent the infection ſpreading, may al- 
ſo appear evident. When the place of any 
one is found frequently vacant, it may 
juſtly be concluded, that the heart is in a. 
backſliding frame, and that therefore it is 
expedient to ſeek after him in time, before 


the whole ſoul is alienated from God, like 


Ephraim's 
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Ephraim's when in the houſe of his idols; 
and his neglect of means has been followed 
by the prevalency of outward and ſcanda- 
lous ſinfulneſs. 

If admonition and exhortation prove 
fruitleſs, and the delinquent is obſtinate in 
Bis rebellion, the way of the church is 
plain, and expedition in their proceeding 
is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, A withered 
member muſt be a burden to the body 
whilſt it remains; a mortified organ muſt 
*- endanger the whole ſyſtem : and furely it 
is better that one member be cut off, than 
the whole body ſhould periſhy as muſt 
eventually be he caſe, if the- mortification 
is not checked by a ſeaſonable amputation, 
and the ſervant of ſin turned forth into the 
world, whoſe maxims he follows. with al- 


lowance. 
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